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About us 

 
 

♦ The National Science and Technology Commission (NASTEC) was 
established by the Science and Technology Development Act No. 
11 of 1944 and came into operation in August 1998. 

 
♦ It was formally inaugurated on 06 December 1998 and became a 

functional institute in January 1999. 
 
♦ NASTEC is the Apex policy formulating and Advisory body to the 

Government of Sri Lanka on Science and Technology policies and 
plans. 

 
♦ The seven members of the Commission including the Chairman are 

appointed by H.E. the President of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka. 

 

♦ NASTEC fulfills the need for a Science and Technology Policy 

formulating apex body which has been highlighted for a long time 
by the Sri Lankan scientific community.       
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Our VisionOur Vision  
 
“… to enhance the well being and prosperity of Sri Lanka through 

the potential of Science and Technology...”  

 

 

   

 

 

Our Mission Our Mission   
“... to furnish the Government 

with policies, plans and mechanisms 

for building a national capability 

in Science and Technology, 

and utilizing scientific personnel and institutions 

to promote national economic development 

with respect and regard  

for humanity and environment…” 
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Chairperson’s MessageChairperson’s Message  

 
  The National Science and Technology Commission (NASTEC) is mandated to advise the Government on 

policies and plans for the development of science and technology and the application of science and 
technology for economic growth, review and report on science and technology activities, the effectiveness of 
measures for the development of human resources in S&T, the performance of science and technology 
institutions and the effectiveness of public spending on S&T matters. It is also mandated to provide fora for 
discussion of S&T issues at a biennial conference on science and technology and through other fora.   

 
Through out the year 2009, the activities of the National Science and Technology Commission have been 
ably guided by the members of the Commission and supported and contributed to by the Scientific 
Community and all other stakeholders.  To all of them I express my deep appreciation.  

 
The highlight of the year 2009 was the acceptance of the science and technology policy prepared by 
NASTEC as Sri Lanka’s National Policy on Science and Technology.  The programme on Review of Science 
and Technology Institutions did not proceed as expected due to funding difficulties.  However the activities of 
the pilot level review of an S&T institution has been well underway.  

 
Financial constraints have limited the activities of NASTEC as well as other science and technology 
institutions.  This continues to be a matter for deep concern because development of countries has proved 
undoubtedly to be science and technology based.  This must be rectified immediately to achieve the desired 
benefits from science and technology.  
 
During the year 2009, NASTEC contributed to work with the Center for Science and Technology of the Non-
Aligned and other Developing Countries (NAM S&T Center), the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-sectoral, 
Technical and Economic Co-operation (BIMSTEC) as well as the Asian Development Bank (ADB).  NASTEC 
facilitated the participation of a considerable number of scientists and policy makers at international training 
programs and workshops organized by the institutions referred to above.  The meeting of the experts from the 
BIMSTEC countries, organized by NASTEC resulted in finalizing the concept paper on a technology 
exchange facility which was proposed by NASTEC.      
 
NASTEC has also been active in developing the capacities of, in particular, Young Scientists through several 
skill development workshops. The best contributions of these young scientists to scientific research and 
popularization of science and technology have been recognized by NASTEC through an annual award 
scheme.  
 
All these have been made possible through the untiring efforts of the Director and the small staff of NASTEC. 
I express my deep gratitude to all of them for their commitment, dedication, hard work and for being an 
excellent team.  It has been a pleasure to be part of that team.  
 
 
Prof. Nalini Ratnasiri 
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Director’s StatementDirector’s Statement
  
The year 2009 got off to a flying start, with the 
ceremonial presentation of the National Science 
and Technology Policy, to the Minister of 
Science and Technology. The early part of the 
year was a busy period, with many training 
workshops being organized, as well as an 
Expert Committee meeting of the Bay of Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC). Thereafter, 
however, NASTEC underwent a slow period 
due to the non-release of capital funds by the 
Treasury, compelling us to postpone some 
activities, in particular the review of the Coconut 
Research Institute which had commenced in 
the previous year. Eventually, the review team 
was able to visit the CRI only in November. 
 
A noteworthy occurrence during this period was 
the formal approval of the National Science and 
Technology Policy by the Cabinet of Ministers 
in June.                                                        
 
For the first time since the inception of 
NASTEC, a draft report on the state of S&T in 
the country was prepared by a NASTEC 
consultant, Dr. M.C.N. Jayasuriya, a former 
Director of NASTEC. With this, NASTEC moved 
closer to ensuring the accomplishment of all its 
statutory functions. 
 
International Relations was one area in which 
NASTEC was very active in 2009. In addition to 
the BIMSTEC expert committee meeting, 
NASTEC worked closely with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, providing feedback and advice, 
participating in a UN regional workshop held in 

Colombo on implementing a Security Council 
Resolution on weapons of mass destruction, 
and, with the Ministry of Science and 
Technology, participating in the SAARC 
meeting of S&T  senior officials. NASTEC also 
continued to function as the focal point for the 
Centre for Science and Technology for the Non-
aligned Movement and Other Developing 
Countries (NAM S&T Centre), and as the focal 
organization for the Knowledge Sharing 
Programme on Good Asian Practices in 
Innovation and Development, sponsored by the 
Asian Development Bank. 
 
This year, for the first time, NASTEC hosted an 
overseas intern, Miss Jina Park, a post-
graduate student from Kyung Hee University, 
South Korea. 
 
I would like to express my personal gratitude to 
the Chairperson, Commission members, and 
staff of NASTEC, as well as all of those who 
contributed to making our activities productive 
and successful. This includes the members of 
the consultative fora, study groups, and 
advisory committees, as well as the S&T 
community in general, without whom NASTEC 
would be unable to function. The staff of 
NASTEC, as always, worked very hard to 
achieve our goals, and dealt patiently with the 
external constraints imposed upon us from time 
to time. Their cooperation and support has 
made my own task smoother and easier. 
 
 
Dr. Ranil D. Guneratne 
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Commission MembersCommission Members   
 
Prof. Nalini B. Ratnasiri 

Chairperson 
Entomologist: Emeritus Professor of Zoology, 
Open University of Sri Lanka, Research Officer 
in Entomology, Department of Agriculture(1966 
- 1974); Research Officer in Entomology, 
Forest Conservation Department (1974 - 
1983); Professor of Zoology (1983 - 1986), 
Founder Dean, Faculty of Natural Sciences 
(1986 - 1992), and Senior Professor of 
Zoology (1986 – 2005, Open University of Sri 
Lanka); Member and Vice Chairperson, 
University Grants Commission (1993 - 1994); 
Chairperson, National Steering Committee on 
GEF/UNDP Small Grants Programme; 
Member, National Steering Committee on 
EU/UNDP Programme for Promoting Tropical 
Forests; Member, Standing Committee on 
University Education, National Education 
Commission; Member, National Science and 
Technology Commission (2003 - to date); 
Chairperson, National Science and 
Technology Commission (2005 - to date)  

Vidya Jothi Prof. K.K.Y.W. Perera 

Engineer; Professor of Electronic Engineering; 
Chairman, Arthur C. Clarke Centre for Modern 
Technologies; Founder Chairman, NERD 
Centre (1974 - 1977); Chairman, CEB (1977 - 
1989); Secretary, Ministry of Power and 
Energy (1981 - 1990) and (2001 – 2003); 
President, Institution of Engineers, Sri Lanka 
(1985 - 1986); Emeritus Professor, University 
of Moratuwa; Director, ADB S&T Personnel 
Development Project (1997 – 2001). 

Prof. H.P.M. Gunasena 

Agronomist: Emeritus Professor of Crop 
Science, University of Peradeniya and 
Executive Director, Council for Agricultural 
Research Policy; Professor of Crop Science, 
University of Peradeniya (1982); Dean, 
Faculty of Agriculture, University of 
Peradeniya (1982 - 1994); Rector, Wayamba 
Campus (1996 - 1998); Director, Post 
Graduate Institute of Agriculture (1997 - 2002); 
Member, University Grants Commission (1999 
- 2005); Fellow of the National Academy of 
Sciences; Advisor to the Minister of Agriculture 
(2007 – to date). 

Prof. W.D. Lakshman 

Economist: Senior Professor of Economics, 
University of Colombo; Professor of 
Economics, Saga University, Japan (2004 - 
2005); Visiting Professor, Ryukoku University, 
Japan (1999 - 2001); Vice-Chancellor (1994 - 
1999) and Dean, Faculty of Graduate Studies 
(1992 - 1994), University of Colombo. 
Chairman, Social Scientists Association (1986 
- 1988, and 1994); President, Sri Lanka 
Association of Economists (1990 - 1993); 
Chairman, Council of Management, National 
Institute of Business Management; Vice-
Chairperson, National Development Council; 
Board Member, NARESA (1997 - 1998) and 
Sri Lanka Foundation Institute (1995 - 1997). 

Dr. C.T.S.B. Perera 

Industrialist: Managing Director, Samson 
Rajarata Tiles (Pvt) Ltd; Director, Piramal 
Glass (Ceylon) PLC; Director, Kelani Cables 
PLC; Director, Dankotuwa Porcelain PLC; 
Vice-chairman, Public Utilities Commission; 
Member of the Board, CRIB; Director, Lanka 
Puthra Development Bank 

Dr. Palitha Abeykoon  

Medical Practitioner;  MBBS (University of 
Peradeniya), Senior Advisor to the World 
Health Organization and the Ministry of Health; 
Former Director of Health Systems 
Development and Health Technology (WHO)- 
South East Asia Region, Senior Takemi Fellow 
of Harvard University, Member, Board of 
Directors of the International Clinical 
Epidemiology Network, the South East Asian 
Association of Medical Education and the 
South East Asian Public Health Education 
Network of the WHO, President of the Aids 
Foundation of Lanka. 
 

Mr. H.M. Gunasekera 

Director General, Department of national 
Planning, Ministry of Finance and Planning.
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Profile of the OrganizationProfile of the Organization   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

• The Commission approves our Organization’s functions.  

• The Chairman heads the Commission.   

• The Director is the Chief Executive Officer  

• The Scientific Programme Managers facilitate and manage Expert 

Study Groups and Consultative fora, which produce policies, plans, 

reports, and other NASTEC documents.  

• The Executive Secretary is secretary to the Commission and also 

functions as the Office Manager. 

• The Accountant manages all financial matters. 

• All activities are supported by the support staff.   

• Research Assistants and Consultants hired on need-basis to carry 

out specialized tasks and assignments as required by the 

Commission. 
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Organizational StructureOrganizational Structure   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Solid lines ( ___ ) denote permanent positions. 
Broken lines ( ....... ) denote temporary positions.      

 
 

National Science and Technology Commission 
(NASTEC) 

Chairperson and Commissioners 

 
Director / CEO 

Expert Study Groups Consultants 

Scientific Programme 
Managers 

Executive 
Secretary 

Accountant 

Programme Assistant  -
Finance 

Receptionist cum 
Telephone Operator 

Office Aides 

Research 
Assistants 

Programme Assistant - 
Computer Applications 

Personal Assistants 

Drivers 
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Our StaffOur Staff   
 

❂ Executive Staff:       

 

Director / Chief Executive Officer 

Dr. R. D. Guneratne 

B.Sc. (Colombo), M.Sc., Ph.D. (Cornell), 
F.I.Chem.C. 

 

Scientific Programme Managers 

Dr. Muditha Liyanagedara 

B.Sc., M.Phil (Peradeniya),  

Ph.D. (Seoul). 

 

Miss Asha Pitadeniya 

B.Sc., M.Sc. (Peradeniya)  

 

 
❂ Supporting Staff:    

 

Programme Assistants 

 

Computer Applications   

Mrs. L.A.L.N. Liyanaarachchi 

B.Sc. (Sabaragamuwa) 

 

Finance     

Mr. R. M. Thusitha Rathnayake 

M.A.A.T.  

 

Personal Assistants 

 

Mrs. Nilmini Perera       

 

Receptionist cum Telephone Operator 

 

Miss Dakshini Karunathilake        

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Accountant  

Mrs. G.C.K. Peiris 

B.Com (Sri Jayawardenepura) 

 

Executive Secretary 

Mr. Rukman Cooray Bulathsinghala 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Research Assistants 

 

Miss Jeewani Hemathilake 

B.Sc. (Peradeniya) 

 

Miss T. Yogeeswaran 

B.Sc (Colombo) 

 
Drivers    

Mr. H.A. Anil Kumara Hettiarachchi 

Mr. Susantha Perera 

Mr. I.G. Jayashantha  Prabath 

 

Office Aides 

Mr. A.D. Dhanapala  

Mr. Nishantha Piyadasa 
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ScieScience and Technology Policy Mattersnce and Technology Policy Matters   
  

☞ National Science and Technology Policy 
 
The NASTEC, in consultation with eminent 
scientists, policy makers and administrators of 
the country formulated the National Science 
and Technology Policy for Sri Lanka.                                                
  
This policy document was presented over to 
Prof. Tissa Vitarana, the Hon. Minister of 
Science and Technology at a formal ceremony 
held on 8th January 2009.    
 
The Cabinet of Ministers approved the National 
Science and Technology Policy in July 2009. 
 
The policy outlines 10 objectives. 
 
(1) Foster a science, technology and innovation 

culture that effectively reaches all citizens of 
the country 

 
(2) Enhance Science and Technology capability 

for national development, make use of 
Science and Technology expertise in the 
national   planning process, and strengthen 
governance and policy implementation 
mechanisms 

 
(3) Build up, and progressively expand and 

improve the resource base of scientists and 
technologists necessary to respond to the 
developmental needs of the country   

 
(4) Promote basic, applied and developmental 

research, particularly in areas of national 
importance and priority   

 
(5) Develop, or acquire  and adapt, scientific 

 knowledge  and technologies  for transfer to 
achieve progressive modernization  of  all 
sectors and to  enhance  the  country’s 
competitiveness  in  the  world  economy  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(6) Ensure sustainable use of natural resources 

for development while protecting the 
environment  

 
(7)  Document and research into the scientific 

basis of, and promote indigenous 
knowledge based technologies 

 
(8)  Develop a culture of innovation and 

Intellectual Property and ensure the 
protection of Intellectual Property Rights 
(IPR)  

 
(9)  Ensure quality standards of Science and 

Technology institutions, Science and 
Technology products and services to 
achieve national and international 
recognition  

 
(10)Promote application of Science and 

Technology for human welfare, disaster 
management, adaptation to climate 
change, law enforcement and defence, to 
ensure human and national security  

 

      Strategies/ Policy guidelines for Human Resource development in S&T

 
The NASTEC appointed a study group to 
examine the status of human resources in S&T 
sector, with the view of making 

recommendations and formulating strategies for 
the development of the sector. Data collection, 
as requested by the Committee, is in progress.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Chairperson, NASTEC presenting the 
policy document to the Hon. Minister   
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Science and Technology ReviewScience and Technology Review  
 

☞ Annual Review of the State of S&T in the Country 
 
In 2009, NASTEC appointed another 
consultant, Dr. M.C.N. Jayasuriya, former 
Director of NASTEC and NSF, to write the first 
Review Report on the State of S&T in Sri 
Lanka. Dr. Jayasuriya adopted the initial 
approach of studying the annual reports of the 

relevant institutions, including S&T institutions 
and certain key government departments. A 
draft report was prepared, and is being finalized 
and refined; the final report will be ready in 
2010. 
 

 

☞ Review of S&T Institutions 
 
NASTEC is mandated by the Science and 
Technology Development Act No 11 of 1994 to 
review and report to the Government, from time 
to time, the progress of science and technology 
institutions.  NASTEC developed its own review 
manual in 2008. With that the institutional 
review program was initiated in 2009.  
 
NASTEC selected Coconut Research Institute 
to conduct the pilot review. A five-member 
panel was appointed to review the institute. The 
members who served in the panel were; Dr. 
Gamini Senaviratne (Deputy Director-Research, 
Rubber Research Institute), Dr. Shantha 
Amarasinghe (Senior lecturer- Department of 
Chemical and Process Engineering, University 
of Moratuwa), Dr. W.M.W. Weerakoon (Senior 
Agronomist- Rice Research and Development 
Institute), Ms. Padma Weerakoon (Head- Dept. 
of State Management and Valuation, University 
of Sri Jayawardanapura), Mr. Indika 
Palangasinghe (Laboratory Executive, Ceylon 
Tea Services (Pvt.) Ltd.).  
 
The review was conducted over three days 
from 3rd November 2009 and covered all 

departments of the institute including 
Administration and Accounts departments. The 
performance of the institution during last five 
years (from 2004 to 2008) was reviewed under 
two major categories: namely output 
assessment and the management assessment.  
 
Output of the institution was assessed under 
eight sub-categories and the management was 
assessed under nine aspects as stipulated in 
the guidelines provided in the Review Manual 
 
This review of the CRI also look into 
consideration the views of the stakeholders of 
the CRI. In order to solicit their views a meeting 
of CRI stakeholders was held on 12th January 
2010. At this meeting the review panel 
discussed with stakeholders the issues they 
face with regard to the coconut industry and the 
services they get from the CRI. Also a survey 
questionnaire was distributed among them to 
collect information regarding the services of the 
CRI.  
 
The final report of the review is now being 
prepared.    
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International RelationsInternational Relations   
 
 

☞ NAM S&T Centre 
 
NASTEC continues to function as the focal 
point in Sri Lanka for the Science and 
Technology Centre for Non-aligned and other 
Developing Countries (NAM S&T Centre). 
NASTEC nominated four scientists as country 
representatives to attend the following overseas 
conferences and to present country papers on 
behalf of Sri Lanka: 
 

1. The International Roundtable on 
Sustainable Utilization of Energy and 
Biodiversity Resources for Wealth 
Creation and Development was held in 
Kampala, Uganda from 10 - 13 March 
2009 and Mr. I. G. Shantha Sri, 
Scientific Officer, NSF, represented Sri 
Lanka at this roundtable.  

 
2. Prof. Ajith Priyal de Alwis, Professor of 

Chemical and Process Engineering, 
University of Moratuwa, represented Sri 
Lanka at the International Workshop on 
Nanotechnology – Present Status and 
Future Prospects in Developing 
Countries. This was held in Keshan, 
Iran on 18 - 20 May 2009. 

3. The International Workshop on 
Rainwater Harvesting and Groundwater 
Recharging in Developing Countries - 
HRD and Technology Transfer, was 
held in Pune, India on 17 - 20 August 
2009.  Dr. Tanuja Ariyananda, Director, 
Lanka Rainwater Harvesting Forum, 
represented Sri Lanka at this workshop. 

 
 

4. Mr. M. A. K. Munasinghe, Research 
Officer, Natural Resources and 
Management Center, Dept. of 
Agriculture, represented Sri Lanka at 
the International Conference on 
Urbanization, Land Use, Land 
Degradation and Environment, held in 
Turkey from 28th September to 01st 
October, 2009.  

 
In addition, Dr. Ranil D. Guneratne, 
Director, National Science & Technology 
Commission, attended the 12th Governing 
Council Meeting of the NAM S&T Center, 
held in Cairo, Egypt, on 16 - 17 November 
2009. 

 

☞ BIMSTEC 
        
As the technology focal point for the Bay of 
Bengal   Initiative   for   Multi-sectoral  Technical 
and Economic Cooperation, NASTEC  
organized a BIMSTEC expert group meeting to 
discuss and finalize the concept paper for the 
proposed BIMSTEC Technology Transfer 
Facility.  This meeting had to be postponed 
twice due to circumstances beyond our control, 
and was finally held in March 2009. 

The Senior Officials Meeting took note of the 
revised concept paper circulated by Sri Lanka 
in accordance with the decision of the 2nd 
Summit.  
 

 
Experts from Bangladesh, Bhutan, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Sri Lanka discussed the proposal 
submitted by Sri Lanka and revised the concept 
paper which was submitted to the BIMTEC 
office in Thailand. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The BIMSTEC Expert Group and local 
participants  
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☞ ADB RETA Project  

In 2009, NASTEC became the focal 
organization in Sri Lanka for an Asian 
Development Bank regional technical 
assistance (RETA) project, the Knowledge 
Sharing Programme on Good Asian Practices 
in Innovation and Development. The objective 
of the project was to prepare a training 
programme for officials from developing 
countries, to familiarize them with the 
successful practices and experiences of 
recently developed or technologically 
advanced countries in Asia (Republic of Korea, 
People’s Republic of China, Malaysia, and 
India). Three developing member countries  
were selected for the pilot project, viz., Sri 
Lanka, Mongolia, and Viet Nam. 
 
Dr. R. D. Guneratne, Director, NASTEC, 
attended preliminary workshops in Seoul, S. 
Korea (September, 2008), accompanied by Mr. 
A.N.R. Amarathunga, Secretary, Ministry of 
Science and Technology and Dr. S.A.K. 
Abayawardana, Consultant, NASTEC. In 2009, 
he attended additional workshops in Kuala 
Lumpur (January, 2009), New Delhi (April, 
2009), and Manila (May, 2009), accompanied 
by Dr. Abayawardana. The outcome of these 
workshops was a detailed curriculum for two 
training programmes one for senior and one 

for mid-level government officers, from the 
developing member countries. 
 
In July and August, 2009, the first of these 
programmes was conducted at Kyung Hee 
University, Suwon, South Korea, for mid-level 
officers. The following officers were selected 
from a pool of applicants: Dr. L.M.M.P. 
Liyanagedera (Scientific Programme Manager, 
NASTEC), Mr. H.G. Sumanasinghe, Senior 
Assistant Secretary, Ministry of Finance and 
Planning), Mr. A.H.M.U. Aruna Bandara 
(Deputy Director – Planning, Ministry of 
Enterprise Development & Investment 
Promotion), Mrs. Rizna Anees (Deputy 
Director – Development Finance, Ministry of 
Finance and Planning), and Mrs.. Nilakshi 
Gunasekera. (Director, Ministry of Industrial 
Development). The workshop included 
presentations, site visits, and project work, 
over a period of 4 weeks, from 25th July to 22nd 
August.  Dr. R.D. Guneratne also attended the 
first week of the workshop as a resource 
person. 
 
The second workshop, for senior officials, was 
scheduled for September 2009, but was 
postponed due to unavoidable circumstances. 
 
 

☞ Other Activities 

 
SAARC S&T Ministers’ Meeting 

NASTEC hosted a meeting to develop 
proposals to be tabled at the Meeting of 
SAARC Science and Technology Ministers in 
November, 2009. Subsequently, based on the 
report of that meeting, NASTEC drafted two 
concept papers for presentation at the Senior 
Officials’ and Ministers’ meetings. 
 
Visit of Thai Foreign Secretary 

At the request of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, NASTEC prepared a report listing S&T 
issues of mutual interest, to be discussed  
 
 
 

during a scheduled visit to Sri Lanka by the 
Foreign Secretary of Thailand in November 
2009. 
 
South Asia Regional Workshop on 
Implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1540 
 

The above workshop was organized by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in June, 2009, under 
the auspices of the UN. Dr. R.D. Guneratne, 
Director, NASTEC, was a member of the Sri 
Lankan delegation and chaired one session of 
the workshop. 
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Other NASTEC ActivitiesOther NASTEC Activities   
 
 

  Workshop on Technology NeedWorkshop on Technology Needs s Assessment for Climate Assessment for Climate 

ChangeChange  

  
Date      - 29. 02.2009 

Venue    - S.F. Laurentius Auditorium, 
Industrial Technology Institute, 

 
This workshop was organized by the NASTEC 
on behalf of the Climate Change Division of 
the Ministry of Environment and Natural 
Resources.  
 
The main purpose of the workshop was to 
provide necessary inputs with regard to 
technology needs assessment for climate 
change for the preparation of the Second 
National Communication on Climate Change, 
which is an obligation to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC).  
 
At this workshop presentations on different 
aspects of technology needs assessment with 
regard to climate change were made.  

Dr. K. Ramanathan of Asia and Pacific Centre 
for Transfer of Technology attended the 
workshop as the chief guest and gave a 
presentation on Technology Needs 
Assessment in the Context of Climate Change.  
 
Other presentations delivered at the workshop 
were:  
• Technology Choice  

Prof. A. Jayawardane,  
Dean, Faculty of Engineering, University of 
Moratuwa  
 

• Technology Valuation  
Mr. P. Hennayake, Assistant General 
Manager, Hatton National Bank  

 
• Technology Acquisition and Adaptation  

Dr. C. Perera, Department of Management 
of Technology, University of Moratuwa

 

 

 

 

 

 

  SSF Annual General Meeting and Guest LectureSSF Annual General Meeting and Guest Lecture   
 

Date      - 13.03.2009 

Venue    - Wimalasurendra Auditorium, 

  The Institute of Engineers, Sri Lanka

    
The SSF Annual General meeting was 
followed by a guest lecture delivered by 
Dr. Anila Dias Bandranaike, former 
Assistant Governor, Central Bank of Sri 
Lanka on “Role of Science in Economic 
Development”.  

  

  
           Dr. Bandaranaika delivers her presentation  
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Dr. Najim receiving his Award 

 

  Workshop on Research Workshop on Research 

Planning andPlanning and Technology  Technology 

Transfer Transfer   
 

Date   - 16.01.2009 

Venue - Main Auditorium,  

Industrial Technology Institute 
 

The workshop was conducted along with 
the YSF Annual General Meeting.  

 

Two presentations were made: 

♣ Research Planning and Monitoring 

Dr. S.A. K. Abayawardena 

Director, National Science Foundation 

Former Head, Sri Lanka programme, 

International Water Management 
Institute 

 

♣ Technology Transfer for Natural 
Products.          

        

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Former Head, Sri Lanka Programme, 
International Water Management 
Institute 

♣ Technology Transfer for Natural Products          
 
 
 
 

  

  

  YSF Awards YSF Awards --  2009 2009   
 
The National Science and Technology 
Commission initiated the YSF awards in year 
2006 in order to encourage young scientists 
and to recognize their achievements. These 
awards are presented annually at the YSF 
Annual General Meeting.  

 

The awards are presented under two 
categories; Scientific research and 
Popularization and promotion of science.  The 
award is open to YSF members who excel in 
the above areas. Each award consists of a 
cash prize and a certificate.  

 

Following Young Scientists were selected for 
the awards after evaluating the applications 
received from the YSF members.   

 

Π YSF Award for Excellence in Scientific 
Research 

  Prof. Missaka P. B. Wijayagunawardena 

        Faculty of Agriculture,     

        University of  Peradeniya. 

Π YSF Award for popularization and 
promotion of Science 

       Dr. M. M. M. Najim 

       Faculty of Science, University of Kelaniya. 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Dr. Abayawardena making his presentation  
 Prof. Tuley De Silva  

 

Consultant, Link Natural Products 
(Pvt)Ltd. 
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  Workshop on Nanotechnology and Technology Management Workshop on Nanotechnology and Technology Management   

  
Date     -  29.04.2009 

Venue -  Faculty of Agriculture and Plantation  
Management, 

Wayamba University of Sri Lanka, 
Makandura. 

 

This workshop was organized by NASTEC in 
collaboration with the Staff Development 
Center of the Faculty of Agriculture and 
Plantation Management, Wayamba University 
of Sri Lanka and the YSF.  

It was attended by many University academics, 
postgraduate students, Research officers and 
Science and Technology officers attached to 
research institutes and Vidatha centers’ in 
Kurunagala Districts.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation made –  

♣ Industrial Applications of Nano 
technology 

Prof. Nalin De Silva 

Department of Chemistry 

University of Colombo 

 

♣ Management of Technology 
Dr. Chadana Perera 

Department of Technology 
Management 
University of Moratuwa 

 
♣ Technology Foresight 

Dr. Saman Fernando 

Manager, Technology Watch Center 

National Science Foundation 

 
 

 

   WorkWorkshop on shop on Numbers in Science Numbers in Science ––  the right way to handle  the right way to handle 

quantitative dataquantitative data   
Date     -  29.05.2009 

Venue  - Wimalasurendra Auditorium        

   The Institution of Engineers, Sri Lanka            

 

This workshop was organized by NASTEC in 
collaboration with SLAAS Section E2 and YSF. 
The objective of the workshop was to give 
some insight to young scientists engaged in 
research and help them in statistical analysis 
of research data. 

The workshop was attended by more than 100 
participants from S&T institutions, R&D 
institutions such as NSF, ITI, CRI and RRI, 
and university academics and postgraduate 
students.  

 

 

 

   Prof. Nalin De Silva making the presentation  

Prof. Udith Jayasinghe giving the vote of 
thanks  
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Presentations made: 

 

♣ Significant figures: the correct 
reporting of numerical results 

Dr. R.D. Guneratne 

Director, NASTEC 

 

♣ Errors in measurements, statistical 
methods and fitting equations to 
experimental data 

Prof. Namal Priyantha 

Dept. of Chemistry,  

Univ. of Peradeniya 

 

♣ Statistics and data handling in life 
sciences research 

Prof. M.J.S. Wijeyaratne 

Vice Chancellor 

University of Kelaniya 

 

♣ Uncertainty of Results of 
Measurements 

Dr. Rohan Perera 

Director, Metrology 

Sri Lanka Standards Institution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  
  
  
  

 

 Dr. R.D. Guneratne making his presentation  
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Staff NewsStaff News

Dr. Muditha Liyanagedara was invited by 

Seoul National University, Korea, to attend the 

2009 Seoul Global IT Forum held on 9th 

October 2009. 

 

Mr. Nishantha Piyadasa attended a training 

programme on Book Binding, conducted by the 

Open University, in the month of January 

2009. 

 

Mrs. Niluka Liyanaarachchi and Mrs. Nilmini 

Perera attended a training programme on 

Office Management, conducted by Institute of 

Labour Studies, in September 2009. 

 
Mrs. Niluka Liyanaarachchi participated the 
workshop on Joomla Open Source Software 
for web designing on December 2009, 
conducted by NSF. 
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Financial StatementFinancial Statement   
 
 

NATIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION    

STATEMENT OF  FINANCIAL POSITION FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER 2009 

       

  Rs.   Rs.  

  2009   2008  

ASSETS       

Non - current assets       

Property, plant and equipment   3,259,303     3,990,491   

    3,259,303     3,990,491  

       

Current assets       

Inventories / Stocks   112,169     160,504   

Trade and other receivables   12,000     6,600   

Trade Debtors   70,000     -     

Prepayments   735,000     735,000   

Cash and cash equivalents   104,710     1,466,691   

Staff Loans   193,679   1,227,558    300,999   2,669,795  

       

Total Assets    4,486,861     6,660,286  

       

LIABILITIES       

Current liabilities       

Accrued expenses   351,948     221,640   

    351,948     221,640  

Non - current liabilities       

Deferred Income   106,400     -     

Provision for Gratuity   1,059,963   1,166,363    718,528   718,528  

       

Total liabilities    1,518,312     940,168  

       

Total Net Assets    2,968,549     5,720,118  

       

NET ASSETS/EQUITY       

Accumulated fund   7,207,135     8,244,747   

Reserves   (4,238,585)   
 

(2,524,629)  

       

Total Net assets/Equity    2,968,549     5,720,118  
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NATIONAL SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY COMMISSION   

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3IST DECEMBER 2009 

    

 2009  2008 

Operating Revenue    

Recurrent Grant  12,790,000    19,401,000  

Capital Grant - S & T Service  500,000    -    

Amortization of Government Grants - Depreciation  1,046,212    -    

Other income   220,636    79,281  

  14,556,848    19,480,281  

Operating Expenses    

Personal Emoluments (give details)  6,582,717    6,712,299  

Travelling  238,472    283,170  

Supplies and consumables used  375,887    371,848  

Maintenance  421,276    539,785  

Contractual services  4,459,280    4,175,834  

Transfers  1,546,611    2,239,114  

Research and Development  1,600,350    3,240,981  

Depreciation and amortization expenses  1,046,212    1,369,778  

Total operating expenses  16,270,805    18,932,809  

Surplus/(Deficit) from operating activities  (1,713,957)   547,472  

    

Financial Cost    

Gain on sales of property plant and equipment  -      -    

Total non operating revenue (expenses)  -      -    

Net surplus/(deficit) before extra ordinary items)  (1,713,957)   547,472  

Extra ordinary items  -      -    

Net surplus/(deficit) for the period  (1,713,957)   547,472  
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The Chainnan,

National Science and Technology Commission.

Report of the Auditor Generrl on the Financial Statements of the National

Science and Technology Commission for the year ended 3l December 2009 in

terms of Sect ion 14(2)(c) of  the Finance Act N'o.3E ot 1971,

The audit ofFinancial statements ofthe National Science and Technology Commission

for the year ended 3l December 2009 was carried out unde. my direction in

pursuance of provisions in A.t icle 154(1) of the conet.uction of the Democraiic

Socialist Republic ofsri Lanka read in conjunction with Section 40 ofPart VII offie

Improvement ofscience and Technology Act No. I I of 1994 and Section 13(1) of the

Finance Act No.38ofl97l. My comments and observations which I consider should

be published with the annual report ofthe Commission in terms of Section i4(2)(c) of

the Finance Act appear in this report.

Management is responsible for the pfeparation and fah presentation oi these

financial statements in accordance wilh Sri Lanka Accounting Standards. This

responsibi l i ty includes; desi$ing, implementing and maintaining intemal

conLrol relevanl to lhe pfeparation and fair presenlation of i lnancii l  . taLement,

that are ftee from material misstatements, whether due to fraud or enor,

selecting and applying appropriare accounting policies; and making accounting

estimates that are reasonablc in the circumstances,
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1:3 Scopb ofAudit and Basis ofOpinion

2.

My responsibility is to exprcss an opinion on these financial statements based on
my audit. Audit opinion, comments and findings in this repofl are based on
review of the financial statements piesented to audit and substantive tests of
samples oftransactions. The scopc and extent ofsuch review and lests were suclr
as to enable as wide aII audit coverage as possible within the limitations of staff,
other resources and time available to me. The audit was carried out in accordance
with Sri Lanka Auditing Statdards to obtain teasonable assur.lnce as to whether
the financial statements are free from material misstatements. The audit includes
the examination on a test basis of evidence supporting the amounts and
disclosures in financial statements and assessment of accounting principles used
and significant estimates made by the managgment in the prepamtion offinancial
statements as well as evaluating their ovetall presentation. I have obtained
sufficient information and explanations which to the best of my knowledge and
belief were necessary for the pu4)ose of my audit. I therefore believe that my
audit provides a rcasonable basis for my opinion. Sub-sections (3) and (4) of
Section 13 of the Finance Act, No.38 of l97i give discretionary powers to the
Auditor General to determine the scope and extent ofthe audit.

Financial Statements

2:1 Opinion

So far as appears from my examination and to the best of infomation and
according to the explanations given to me, I am of opinion that the National
Science and Technology Commission had maintained p.oper accounting records
for the year ended 31 December 2009 and except for the effects on the financial
statements of the matters refened to in paragraph 2.2 of this report, the financial
statements have been prepared in accordance with Sri Lanla Accounting
Standards, give a true and fair view ofthe state ofaffairs ofthe National Science
and Technology Commission as at 3l December 2009 and the finalcial results of
its operations and cash flows for the year then ended.



2:2 Comments on Financial Statements

2:2:l Sri Lanka Accounting Standards

A Vehicle costing Rs.1,58S,550 which had bccn fully deprecialed but is being
still used had not been rcvaluated and bro:ght to accounts as per Sri Lanta

Accounting Standard 18.

2;2:2 Accounting Deficiencies

The following obsewations are made.

A sum of Rs.330,940 paid as office equipment service agrcements and

the membels contdbutions for the future periods had not been brough! to

accounts as pre-payments. Iostead, it had Leen Lrought to accounts as an

expenditure of the year under review.

A sum of Rs.500,000 received as capital grants during the year under

review and the expenditure incuned by utilising those provisions had

been inappropriately sown in the income and expenditue account.

2:2:3 Lack ofEvidence for Audit

As the monthly running chads of2 vehicles obtained on hire basis for the use of

the commission had not been properly maintained, it was not established in audit

whether a sulficient productivity had been obtained fiom the amount or'

Rs.1,008,000 paid as hire charges.

(a)

(b)
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2:2:4 Non-compliance with Laws, Rules, Regulations and Management Decisions

Instances of non-compliance with the following laws, rules, regulations etc were

observed in audit.

Reference to Laws, Rules,

Regulations etc.

Non-compliance

Govemment Financial Regulations

(FR)

- F.R. 133(6) An intemal audit had not been carried out

with the assistance of the relevant Line

Ministry.

Appropriate aclion had not been taken in

t€rms of provisions in respect of *[ee

cheques valu€d at Rs.5,500 issued in the

months of March 2008 and April 2009 but

not presented to the bank upto 3l

December 2009.

-  F .R.396

- FR 1645(a)(b) and (c) Log books

respects of

Commission

maintained.

and daily

vehicies

had not

ruoning charts in

belonging to the

been properly

-FR 1646 Monthly sufiunaries in respect of visits had

not been maintained.

:;



I

(b) Public Enterprises Circulars

CircularNo. PED/I2 of02 Audit and Management Committee had not

June 2003 been established as required.

(c) Treasury Circular A registrar of assets in respect i

No.IAI/2002/2 of28 compute.s had nol been mainrained.

November 2002

' (d) Public Administratiod Monthly performance reports in respect of

Circular No.l312008 of26 assigned vehicles had not been maintained

June 2003 as per circular instruclions.

3, Financial and Operating Review

3:l Financial Review

3:l: l  Financial Results

According to the financial statements presented, the operation oftire commission

had resulted in a defi ciet of Rs, 1,71 3,957 for the year ended 3 I December 201 )

after taking into account the govemment grant of Rs.12,790,000 for reculrei,t

expenditure and Rs.500,000 for capital expenditure as against a surplus of

Rs.547,472 for the preceding yeal after taking into account the government

grants of Rs.19,401,000 for rccurrent expenditure. This indicating

deterioration ofRs.2,261,429 in the financial results ofthe year under review. It

is obseryed that the main reason for this deterioration had been the decrease of

the leceipt ofthe Govenment grants for recurrent expenditure in the year under

review by Rs.6,611,000.



3t2 Operating Review

3:2ll Performance

The following observations arc made.

(a) Even though a sum ofRs.l, l59,800 had been paid to the'Non All ian( J

Movement Centre, ofthe Non-allied Nations in tle year under review a5

the contribution for the year 2009 12010, only 5 officers for 5 training

programmes had been panicipated in respec! of that contribution in the

yeat 2009

As such, it had insufficiently benefited to the improvement ofscience of

this country. The Commission had failed to implement a follow up

Programme entire as to what extent these officers who participated in

these courses had contributed to the improvement of Science in this

country by way of their training after rctuming to the country.

(b) Although the National Science and Techrology Commission is operated

as the Sri Lanka Centre for iNon Alliance Movcment Centre; ofthe non-

Allied Nations, the boiefits, to b€ ascertained to Sri Lanka had been

deprived ofas lack of co-ordinations benveen those 2 institutions. The

followitrg observations are made in that connection.



(D

(iD

Consequent to the nomination of an officer of the Institute of

Technology submitted by the Department of Extemal Resouces

for (NAMS and T-ICCBS fellowship) 2009-10 programme

without an endorsement of ihe Sri Lanka Centre of the NAM
Centre Sri Lanka had deprived oflhar opportunity.

Despite the period ofjoint NAMS and T Cenrre - ZMT Bremen

fellowship progrmme had been 3 months, a name of a female

research officer irl the NARA who was willing ro participate only

for the pe od of 2 weeks had been sent by the Department of

Extemal Resources as a result, that opportunity had also dep.ived

to the country. The Chairman informed that as these 2 officers

had not taken action on the instructions of the Commission, in

both instances, thcy could not participate in those seminats.

In tems of Section 5(e) of Part I of the lmprcvement of Science and

Tecbnology Act No,l l of 1994, 5 biennial seminars had been held ftom

the ycar 2000 to the end ofthe year 2008 by incurring an expenditure of

Rs.12,226,173 but any contribution had not been made to achieve the

objectives such as improvement of the Scie.rce and Technology, poverty

alleviation and policy making, allocation ofa fair proportion of GDP

on science and technology, import and use of Technology, rctention of

Scientist Technologists and techlicians in Sri Lanka, making opportunities

to study primary education in science, making the people understood in

science and promotion of research and developm€nt activities in terms of

Section 2 ofthe Act.

(cJ



(d) ln tems of Section s(axix) of the lmprovement of Science and

Technology Act, the utilisation offunds for the research and develoPmenl

activities of the Science and Technological lnstitutions, providing advice

to the Government in respecr of policies and planning relating to the

allocation of funds for science and Technology are the functions of the

Commission, they had not been achieved even in the year undei review.

It was further ensured in plesenting the budget proposals to Parliament

by H.E. the Presiden! and the Minister of Finance for the year 2009

stating that as the attention on scientiflc research was not adequate lt was

suggested an allocation of Rs 300 million for the National Research

Council for strengthening the scientific research activities in agriculture'

new ploducts, national secutity, Historical and Cultural flndings.

Reports to b9 submitted annually to the Covemment in terms of Sectio--

5(6) by reviewing the Scientilic and Technological researches caried

out during the year under review within Sri Lanka in respect of the

effectiveness of the human resource development actions, effectiveness

of the disbursement of public money on the activities of Scientific and

Technological institutions, utilization of science and Technology in

public and private sectors had not been submitted

(i) The Commission had failed to report by reviewing the progress of the

Scientific and Technological institutions in terms of Section 5(c) of the

Act, since the idception of the Com$ission in August 1998 up to the end

of the year ulder review.

(e)
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3:2:2 Management Inefficiencies

Although 12 officem and employees had been confirmed in their posts after the

probation pedods werc over, educational cedificates, relevant certificate

submitted to prove, their educational qualifications had not been confirmed

through the authorized institutions by which the relevant cetificates were issued

and filed in the respective personal files

3:2:3 Uneconomic Transactions

A surcharge ofRs.l32,757 had beerl paid due to delay in sending the halfyearly

report on specific dates after paying the contdbutions to the Employees Trust

Fund on behalf of employees for the period 1999to2007.

3r214 VehicleUtil isation

The following observations are made.

(a) A vehicle, the ownership of which belonged to the Ministry of Science

and Technology had been brought to account as an assets of the

Commission and fully depreciated. It was also reported that the assessed

value of that vehicle amounted ro Rs 1,300,000

(b) Although hiring cha€es of Rs.537,600 had been paid du ng the year

under review for a vehicle obtained on hire basis with a condition of

running a minimum 36,000 km. per year; only 11771 km approximately

had been operated duting the year. As such' it was observed that

approximately Rs.45 67 had been spent for one kilometer operated'



t0

(c) As the monthly ruJuring charts had not been properly maintained i,.

respect of the vehicle obtained on hire charges basis for the use of as ar,

assigned vehicle of al executive officer it could not be ensued in audlt

whether this vehicle had been operated at the agreed minimum of36,000

km. per year and whether (he commission had gained a sufficient

productivity lo cover lhe hire charges of Rs,470,400 paid for the year

under review.

3:2:5 Corporate Plan and Action Plan

Although a Corporate Plan to achieve the mission and vision of the Conunlssron

had been prepared for the period 2008 - 2012 it had not been periodically

reviewed and updated. According to the Action Plan submitted in respect ofthe

year under review, the activities planned to be perfomed had not been

adequately fulfilled.

3:2:6 Budgetary Control

There were significant variances bet\{een the estimated expenditure and acfual

expenditure thus indicating that the budget had not been made use of as an

effective instrument of management contol. The Chairman informed me that

the reasons for this position was that the Treasury had not released adequat€

imprest money. requested by the Commission.
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4. Systems and Controls

Deficiencies in systems and controls observed in audir were brought to the

attention of the Chairman Iiom time to time special attention is needed in

respect ofthe following ar€as ofconttol,

(a) Accounting

(b) Achievement of objectives

(c) vehicles utilisation

(d) Intemal Audit

(e) Human Resources capacity building

(f) Administration

S. swamajothi

Auditor Ceneral.
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