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 ABOUT NASTEC  

 

The National Science and Technology Commission (NASTEC) was established by the 

Science and Technology Development Act No. 11 of 1994 and came into operation in 

August 1998. It was formally inaugurated on 06 December 1998 and became a functional 

Commission in January 1999. 

NASTEC has been designated as the apex policy formulating and advisory body on Science 

and Technology matters to the Government of Sri Lanka. The Commission comprised of 

seven members and they are appointed by H.E. the President of the Democratic Socialist 

Republic of Sri Lanka. 

 

VISION 

 

ñTo furnish the Government with policies, strategies and plans to build high national 

capabilities in Science and Technology, for application for sustainable development. 

 

MISSION 

 

ñTo be an excellent advisory body to the Government on the potential and use of Science 

and Technology to enhance the well-being and prosperity of the people of Sri Lankaò 
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CHAIRPERSONõS REVIEW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the Chairperson of the National Science and Technology Commission (NASTEC) of Sri Lanka, I am pleased 

to issue this review of the activities carried out during the year 2018. As per the Science and Technology 

Development Act No. 11 of 1994, NASTEC is mandated to advise the Government on policies and plans for the 

development of science and technology including policies and plans relating to: the application of science and 

technology to stimulate economic growth; the impact of science and technology on health, and competitiveness 

of industry, agriculture, services and the economy; The impact of science and technology on health, nutrition and 

poverty alleviation, with a view to improving the quality of life of the people; the development of human and 

other resources  needed for science and technology, in consultation with the authorities responsible for education, 

training and research; the development and management of the natural resources of Sri Lanka; the identification 

and prioritization of science and technology areas that are likely to be of national importance; the creation of a 

climate conducive for the build-up, retention and attraction of science and technology expertise; the establishment 

of management strategies conducive to the productive application of science and technology; and the allocation 

of funds for science and technology, including the priority of funding research and development in science and 

technology institutions. Further, NASTEC is required to submit a report annually, to the Government, reviewing 

the science and technology activities in Sri Lanka in the preceding year, and on the effectiveness of measures for 

the development of human resources, the performance of science and technology institutions, the effectiveness of 

public spending on science and technology and the use of science and technology by public sector and private 

sector undertakings; to review the progress of Science and Technology institutions;  to consult relevant Science 

and Technology institutions before advising the Government on policies and plans relevant to those institutions; 

and to convene the Sri Lanka Conference on Science and Technology biennially, with the prior approval of the 

Minister, and to provide a forum for the discussion of Science and Technology in Sri Lanka and submit a report 

to the Minister on such discussions. 
 

During the year 2018, the three policy study groups set up by the Commission in 2018 to develop three policies 

of contemporary importance viz. the Policy to Promote Knowledge Services, Basic Sciences Research Policy and 

Policy for Accessing the National Genome Centre and National Genome Data Repository continued to successful 

stakeholder consultation and finalization of the drafts. The three policy documents were approved by the 

Commission. 
 

The present National Science & Technology Policy has been developed by NASTEC in 2008. Although the policy 

document has been comprehensive and officially accepted, its contents have not been implemented properly by 

the relevant implementing agencies. Further it was observed that there are areas and factors that need to be 

included based on the current situation. Therefore, it was decided to update the S & T policy with the inputs of 

the experts in the country.  For this task, the Commission of NASTEC decided to appoint 05 expert committees. 

These expert committees-initiated discussions in 2017 and this activity continued in 2018.  
 

NASTEC has to submit a report annually as per the Science and Technology Development Act No. 11 of 1994 

for the preceding year in reviewing the Science and Technology (S & T) activities in Sri Lanka. To prepare this 

report, a survey was conducted in 40 S & T institutions in 2018 and information on human and physical resources, 

effectiveness of spending public funding and performance during the year 2017 was obtained. The S & T Status 

reports for both years 2016 and 2017 were compiled in the year 2018, according to the format established in the 

previous years.  
 

Aligned with the mandate, the Commission decided to review the progress of five S & T institutions during the 

year 2018. Although the five institutions were identified and approached for conducting the reviews, delays in 

getting the Self-Assessment Reports from the institutions delayed the process and three of the reviews had to be 
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postponed to 2019.  The review of the Horticultural Crop Research & Development Institute (HORDI) was 

completed and submitted to the institute, while the review of the Gem & Jewelry Research & Training Institute 

(GJRTI), Kaduwela was commenced in the last quarter of 2018. 
 

NASTEC, being the focal point of Sri Lanka to the Centre for S & T of the non-aligned and other developing 

countries (NAM S & T Centre) provided 11 training opportunities for Sri Lankan scientists in 2018. In this year, 

NASTEC in partnership with the Ministry of Science, Technology and Research organized the 1st Bureau meeting 

of the 14th Governing Council during 6th - 7th September 2018, Colombo, Sri Lanka, with the participation of 

delegates from many NAM member countries. 
 

NASTEC organized a Workshop on Capacity Building in STI Policy Formulation and R&D Commercialization 

in collaboration with the Ministry of Science, Technology and Research and Science and Technology Policy 

Institute (STEPI), Korea based on the project concept papers submitted by NASTEC in early year of 2017.  The 

collaborative program with STEPI is a 3-year collaboration, expected to help Sri Lanka in capacity building on S 

& T policy research. 
 

Several activities of the Young Scientists Forum (YSF) of NASTEC were held in 2018 with the participation of 

many young scientists. NASTEC decided to organize an Undergraduate Research Symposium annually to 

encourage university academics and research students to conduct research activities proposed in the NRDF. The 

NASTEC Commission approval was given to organize the 02nd National Undergraduate Research Symposium 

2018 in October 2019. 29 Extended Abstracts were received from undergraduates of various Universities of Sri 

Lanka under 10 focus areas of NRDF. However, the Symposium had to be postponed to the year 2019 due to the 

prevailing situation in the country. 

The Biennial Conference on Science and technology, BICOST, was planned for 24,25th November 2018. Pre-

BICOST activities including conducting thematic workshops were carried out. However, due to the uncertain 

political situation in the country, NASTEC was unable to conduct the BICOST in 2018. 

 

I wish to thank Hon. Susil Premajayantha, and Hon Dr Sarath Amunugama, the Minister of Science, Technology 

and Research for the support provided to the NASTEC in 2018 to carry out its functions. The cooperation of the 

Secretary and other officials of the Ministry of Science, Technology and Research is also gratefully acknowledged. 

I thank the Chairman and members of the Commission, Acting Director and the staff of NASTEC for their 

cooperation and support provided throughout the year 2018. 

 

 

Eng. Prof. (Mrs.) Niranjanie Ratnayake 

Chairperson 
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COMMISSION MEMBERS 

 

Prof. M.J.S. Wijeyaratne ï Chairman 

Senior Professor and Chair of Zoology, University of Kelaniya 

Other Positions held 

Vice Chancellor of the University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka; Dean of the Faculty of Science, 

University of Kelaniya, 

Chairman of the Committee of Vice-Chancellors and Directors (CVCD) of Sri Lanka; 

Chairman of the Board of Management of the Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology; Member of the Governing 

Councils of the Sri Lanka Standards Institution, Arthur C Clarke Institute of Modern Technology, National 

Institute of Fisheries and Nautical Engineering, National Aquatic Resources Research and Development Agency, 

National Science Foundation, National Institute of Fundamental Studies, Industrial Technology Institute, and 

Provincial Environmental Authority of the North-Western Province. General President of Sri Lanka Association 

for Advancement of Science, General Secretary of the National Academy of Sciences; Former President of Sri 

Lanka Association for Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, President of Institute of Biology Sri Lanka. 

Prof. R.T. Cumaranatunga 

Senior Professor and Chair of Fisheries Biology, University of Ruhuna. 

Other Positions held 

Founder Dean, Faculty of Fisheries and Marine Sciences & Technology, University of 

Ruhuna.; Head of the Department of Fisheries Biology, University of Ruhuna; General 

President of Sri Lanka Association for Advancement of Science; Member of the Board 

of Management of National Institute of Fisheries and Nautical Engineering and National Science Foundation. 

Prof. D.N. Karunarathne 

Professor, Department of Chemistry, University of Peradeniya 

Other Positions held 

Visiting Professor, University of Guelph, Canada; Visiting Professor of the Open 

University of Sri Lanka; Visiting Scientist of the University of Waterloo, Canada; 

Research Fellow of the University of Kansas, USA; Research Associate and Visiting 

Scholar, Mahidol University, Thailand. 
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Prof. W.L. Sumathipala 

Senior Technical Advisor, Ministry of Environment and Consultant of the Dam Safety 

Project, Ministry of Mahaweli Development and Environment, member of sustainable 

development committee.  

Other Positions held 

Chairman, National Science Foundation, Sri Lanka; Professor in Physics, Open 

University of Sri Lanka; Founder Director of the Climate Change Division and Chief 

Negotiator on Climate Change  Ministry of  Environment and Natural Resources; Member 

of the  Adaptation Fund Board of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change; Chairman of the Experts 

Committee on mitigation of Climate Change of the Ministry of Environment; Member of the Expert Committee 

on Adaptation to Climate Change of the Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy; Chief Negotiator and 

Senior member of the Sri Lankan delegation to Conference of parties at the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change; Director of the National Ozone Unit & National Coordinator of the Montreal 

Protocol Unit of the Ministry of Environment; Head of the Sri Lankan delegation to the Open Ended Working 

Group meeting of parties and Regional ODS officers meetings of the Montreal Protocol; President of the 

Implementation Committee and Member of the Executive Committee of the Montreal Protocol. 

 

Prof. Gunapala Nanayakkara 

Senior Advisor of the Ministry of Education; and   Member of National Salaries and 

Cadre Commission  

Other Positions held 

Director General of the National Institute of Education, Senior Professor of University of 

Sri Jayewardenepura; Chairman, Sri Lanka Institute of Cooperative Management; CEO of Sussex College 

Network under the Merchant Bank of Sri Lanka; Member of the Administrative Reforms Council of Sri Lanka; 

Vice President of Association of Management Development Institutions in South Asia (AMDISA); Member of 

the Governing Councils of National Institute of Education, Sri Lanka Foundation Institute, National Institute of 

Technology Education, and National Institute of Business Management, Sri Lanka. 

Prof. W.A.J.M. De Costa 

 

Senior Professor and Chair of Crop Science, University of Peradeniya; Member of the 

National Research Council of Sri Lanka 

 

Prof. Arjuna P. De Silva 

Chairman of Sri Lanka Anti-Doping Agency (SLADA); Head of Department of Medicine, 

University of Kelaniya; Consultant Physician at Colombo North Teaching Hospital; 

Chairman of the Board of study in Gastroenterology; Member of the Board of Study Sports 

Medicine; Member of the Board of Study in Medical Council; Member, National Institute 

of Education; Trainer in Gastroenterology; Associate Editor, World Journal of 

Gastroenterology; Council Member, National Sports Council of Sri Lanka. 
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PROFILE OF THE ORGANIZATION 

 

ü The Chairman heads the Commission. 

ü The Director is the Chief Executive Officer. 

ü The Senior Scientists and scientists facilitate and manage Study Groups 

and Consultative fora that produce policies, plans and other S&T 

relevant documents. 

 

ü The Deputy Director - Finance and Administration manages all 

financial and administration matters
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ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY REVIEWS 

ANNUAL NATIONAL REVIEW  OF THE STATUS OF S&T IN THE 

COUNTRY  

NASTEC is mandated by the Science and Technology Development Act No. 11 of 1994 (S&T 

Act) to submit a report annually to the Government, reviewing the Science and Technology 

(S&T) activities in Sri Lanka in the preceding year. Reviewing S&T status of a country 

annually is needed for decision-making and policy formulation in the S&T sector. 

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY INSTITUTIONAL REVIEWS  

NASTEC conducted a questionnaire survey in 2018 in 40 S&T institutions in the country and 

obtained information relevant to year 2017. To prepare the National review of the status of 

S&T in the country. Analysis of received S&T data ongoing from November 2018. This report 

covered the following main components. 

i) Human and physical resources. 

ii)  Effectiveness of spending of public foundation on S&T  

iii)  Performance of S&T institutions

The S&T Act mandates the NASTEC, to review the progress of S&T institution in Sri Lanka. 

 

In 2018, NASTEC initiated Reviewing of S&T Institutions 

1. Horticultural Crop Research & Development Institute (HORDI), Gannoruwa 

2. Gem & Jewellery Research & Training Institute (GJRTI), Kaduwela 

3. Seed Certification Service, Gannoruwa 

4. Sri Lanka Inventors Commission (SLIC) 

5. Farm Mechanization Research Centre (FMRC), Mahailluppallama. 

The Reviews are conducted by External Panels appointed by NASTEC consisting of experts 

in the relevant fields with the objective of evaluating quality, cost ï effectiveness, relevance, 

and impact of the S&T activities carried out by these institutions to ensure that they meet the 

nationôs needs & expectations. 
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Horticultural Crop Research & Development Institute (HORDI)  

The following panel of experts conducted this review.    

1. Prof. J.P.Eeswara (Chairperson)  

2. Prof. D.C.K. Illeperuma 

3. Prof. Palitha Weerakkody 

4. Dr. K. S. Hemachandra  

5. Dr. Shanthi Wilson 

The first meeting of the review panel was held at Faculty of Agriculture, University of 

Peradeniya on 13th June 2018 and the review plan was developed at this meeting. The 1st 

Review visit 16th & 17th August 2018 and review panel visited all the departments of the 

HORDI, and Food Research Unit at Gannoruwa and the 2nd Review visit was made to Regional 

Agriculture Research & Development Centre, Makandura on 16th October 2018. The 3rd 

Review visit was made to Regional Agriculture Research & Development Centre, Kahagolla, 

Bandarawela on 17th October 2018 and the 4th Review visit was made to Agriculture Research 

Station, Seethaeliya, Nuwara Eliya on 18th October 2018. The Stakeholders Meeting was held 

on 27th September 2018 at the Institute of Continuing Education, Department of Animal 

Production & Health, Gannoruwa. 29 participants representing farmers, agrochemical 

suppliers, private sector companies, academics, students, government institutes health and 

agriculture department were participated in this event. (SLCARP also included HORDI as one 

of their external review institutes in 2018, after a discussion NASTEC under took this review 

process.) The first draft of the review report was submitted to HORDI on 03rd January 2019. 

 

 

Gem & Jewelry Research & Training Institute (GJRTI), Kaduwela 
 

NASTEC received the consent from the Gem & Jewelry Research & Training Institute (GJRTI) 

on 25th May 2018 and Self - Assessment Report was received on 3rd August 2018. Proposed 

review panel was approved by the NASTEC Commission on 27th August 2018. 

 

1. Prof. P.G.R. Dharmarathne 

2. Dr. N.P. Wijayananda 
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3. Prof. R.L.R. Chandrajith 

4. Prof. Sirimewan Colambage 

5. Mr. Harsha Pathberiya 

 

NASTEC initiated the reviewing of, 

o Seed Certification Service, Gannoruwa 

o Sri Lanka Inventors Commission (SLIC) 

o Farm Mechanization Research Centre (FMRC), Mahailluppallama and conducted in 

2019. 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY POLICY STUDIES 

 

According the S&T Act, one of the functions of NASTEC is to advise the Government on policies and 

plans for the development of S&T. Hence in 2017, the NASTEC decided to develop 3 policies 

considering the current developments and need of the S&T Sector.  

These are as follows  

  

Å Policy to promote knowledge services.  

Å Basic Sciences research policy. 

Å Policy for accessing the National Genome Centers and National Genome Data Repository. 

 

The study groups consisting of experts in these fields were appointed to develop these policies.  

Composition of each of these study groups is as follows.     

 

 

Expert Study Group to Develop the Policy to Promote Knowledge Services 

 

The Expert Panel Members are, 

 

Prof. D. A. Tantrigoda 

Prof. W.L. Sumathipala                                    

Dr. Ruwan Weerasinghe 

 

The Committee has decided get the consultancy or use any policies developed in other 

countries which can be complying to the Sri Lankan context are to be followed in preparing 

the particular policy. Until is doing so technical committee discussions were held up.   

Expert Study Group to develop the Basic Science Research Policy 

The Expert Panel Members are,

                Dr. G. Bandarage     Prof. P.R.T. Cumaranatunga 

     Prof. M. A. K. L. Dissanayake   Prof. W. D. G. Dharmaratna 

     Prof. S. H. P. P. Karunaratne   Prof. Siril Wijesundara 

 

Stakeholders meeting was held on 16th May 2018 at National Institute of Fundamental Studies 

(NIFS) with the participation of 40 experts representing Universities and other S&T institutes. 

The feedback given by the stakeholders were incorporated in to the policy draft. The expert 

panel finalized the draft and submitted to the NASTEC Commission for approval. The 

Commission granted the approval
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Expert Study Group to Develop the Policy for Accessing the National Genome Centre and 

National Genome Data Repository 

This Study Group Initiated in May 2017. 04 meetings were conducted in 2017 & 03 meetings 

were conducted in 2018. 

 

The Expert Study Group Panel Members are, 

 

                   Prof. Vajira Dissanayake 

                   Prof. W. A. J. M. Costa 

       Prof. Athula Perera  

Prof. Kamani Tennakoon 

                   Dr. Gamini Samarasinghe  

                   Dr. Darshana De Silva                    

               

Stakeholders meeting was held on 11th May 2018 at SLIDA with the participation of 55 experts 

representing universities and other respective government & private institution. Period of one 

month was given to the stakeholders to send their comments. Based on the comments the expert 

panel finalize the draft and submitted to the NASTEC Commission for approval. The 

Commission granted the approval

National S&T Policy Update 

In 2017, the Commission decided to update the National S&T policy which has been developed 

in 2008. For their purpose five expert committees were appointed. National S&T Policy 

amendment by 5 sub-committees in progress. Stakeholders Meeting conducted. Final 

compilation ongoing with the composition of each committee is as follows,

Expert committee 01  

1. Prof. Arjuna P. de Silva ï Committee Chairman  

2. Prof. K.M. Nalin De Silva  

3. Eng. D.D. Ananda Namal  

4. Dr. Shanthi Wilson   

5. Dr. G.B. Gunawardana  

6. Dr. T.A.R.J. Gunasekara   
 

ü Expert committee 02  

1. Prof. W.A.J.M. De Costa - Committee Chairman  

2. Prof. D.A. Tantrigoda   

3. Prof. Jayasingam   

4. Mr. L.H.D. Bandusoma  

5. Mrs. W.N.N. Satharasinghe 
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ü Expert committee 03 

1. Prof. Gunapala Nanayakkara - Committee Chairman  

2. Prof. M.J.S. Wijeyaratne  

3. Prof. Ruchira Cumaranathun  

4. Dr. N.P. Wijayananda   

5. Dr. K. Arulananda   

 

ü Expert committee 04 

1. Prof. Nedra Karunaratne ï Committee Chairperson  

2. Prof. Ananda Jayawardana  

3. Prof. Nalini Ratnasiri  

4. Prof. M.M.M. Najim  

5. Dr. Gerry Jayawardana  

 

ü Expert committee 05 

1. Prof. W.L. Sumathipala - Committee Chairman   

2. Prof. J.C.N. Rajendra   

3. Dr. Sirimal Premakumara   

4. Dr. Thamara Dias  

5. Mrs. G.R.Ranawaka    

6. Mr. Mathugama Seneviruwan  

7. Mrs. Nilmini Wickramarachchi  
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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

 

 

Center for Science and Technology of the Non ï Aligned and Other Developing 

Countries (NAM S&T Centre)  

The Centre for Science and Technology of the Non-Aligned and Other Developing Countries 

(NAM S&T Centre, www.namstct.org), an inter-governmental organization hosted by the 

Government of India since August 1989, is very active in promoting South-South cooperation 

in science and technology. Sri Lanka is one of the 47 esteemed member countries of the Centre 

spread over the Latin American, African, Asian and European continents. It provides the 

privilege on collaborations with mutual benefits among scientists, technologists and scientific 

organizations with non-aligned to other developing countries. So far NAM S&T Centre has 

organized 110 international workshops and training courses in various developing countries on 

a range of scientific and technical topics, including seven such international events in Colombo 

and Kandy. Which have benefitted a large number of researchers and professionals from across 

the globe, including quite a large number from Sri Lanka. Governing Council Bureau Meetings 

were hosted by Sri Lanka two times in the past 2004 and 2010.  

In this year, NASTEC in partnership with the Ministry of Science, Technology and Research 

was organized the 1st Bureau meeting of the 14th Governing Council during 6th - 7th September 

2018, Colombo, Sri Lanka. 

  

  

http://www.namstct.org/
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Science, Technology and Policy Institute (STEPI), Korea  

NASTEC was organized a Workshop on Capacity Building in STI Policy Formulation and 

R&D Commercialization in collaboration with the Ministry of Science, Technology and 

Research and Science and Technology Policy Institute (STEPI), Korea based on the project 

concept papers submitted by NASTEC in early year of 2017.  This programme was held at 

SLIDA, Colombo during 30th May to 4th June 2018 with the participation of senior level 

officials and managers of the related STI government agencies, academia and research 

institutions in the areas of STI policy formulation and implementation tools and R&D 

commercialization.  

Scope of the overall programme was to strengthen the Science, Technology and Innovation 

sector of Sri Lanka in order to enhance the contribution of STI driven industrial sector for 

national economic growth via development of Human Resources in the areas of STI policy and 

R&D commercialization. 

Programme Co-coordinators and Korean Experts 

1. Dr. Hyum Yim, Senior Research Fellow, KISTEP, Korea. 

2. Prof. Young-Rak Choi- Senior Research Fellow, Emeritus, STEPI, Korea 

3. Dr. Hyun Woo Park - Senior Research Fellow, KISTI 

4. Dr. Deok Soon Yim, Senior Research Fellow, STEPI, Korea 

Sri Lankan Experts 

1. Dr P.R.M.P. Dilrukshi Ranathunge -  Head, National Science and Technology Policy 

Division, NSF.

2.  Prof. Sirimevan Colombage - Open University of Sri Lanka
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Following official nominations for each of the respective programmes have forwarded by 

NASTEC to NAM S&T Centre as per the workshops, training programmes and conferences 

announced in this year. 

No Name of The Workshop 
Country and 

Duration 
Official Nominee 

01 

International workshop on 

Technological Innovation and 

Management for Sustainable 

Development 

India 

27-29 March 2018 

Mrs. Dilrukshi Pathirana 

(Assistant Director Marketing-  

NERDC Centre) 

02 

International workshop on 

modern and emerging trend in 

vaccine development 

Abuja, Nigeria 

22-24 May 2018 

Ms. Maheshi Athapaththu 

(Research Scientist- ITI)  

03 

International workshop on STI 

Policy and Management for 

Developing Countries 

Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia 

6-10 August 2018 

Dr. Kalpa Samarakoon 

(Senior Scientist- NASTEC) 

04 

ZMT Bremen (Germany) 

Fellowship in Tropical Coastal 

Marine Research: Call for 

Applications for 2018 

Germany 

Ms. K P G Kanishka Piumi Guruge 

(Lecturer, Uva Wellassa 

University) 

05 

International workshop on 

Antimicrobial Resistance and 

Strategies for its Mitigation 

Ludhiana , Punjab, 

India 

10-13 July 2018 

Dr. Dharshana Wickramasinghe 

(Consultant Microbiologist, 

General Hospital Ampara) 

06 

International workshop 

Developing Thinking  Skills 

Through Inquiry Based 

Science Education 

Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia 

22-26 October 

2018 

Dr. Prashan Francis 

(Director General- Gem and 

Jewellery  Research and Training 

Institute 

 

07 

International Training 

workshop on Drugs 

Development from Herbs and 

Marine Medicinal Materials 

Hai Phong, 

Vietnam 

10-12 December 
2018 

Dr. Nimal Karunasiri 

(Medical Officer, BMARI) 

08 Science Forum South Africa 

South Africa 

12-14 December 

2018 

Dr. A. D. A. de Silva, 

(Director, Dept. of Science, NIE) 

09 

International Training 

workshop on Developing Key 

Parameters for Ensuring 

Sustainability of Leather 

Sector in Developing 

Countries 

Chennai, India 

28- 31 January 

2019 

Mrs. R.D.N. Wijesinghe 

(Probationary Lecturer, University 

of Ruhuna) 
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OTHER NASTEC ACTIVITIES 

 

02nd National Undergraduate Research Symposium (NURS) - 2018 

 

NASTEC formulated the National Research and Development Framework (NRDF) to orient 

R&D activities of the country towards finding solutions to the problems/issues identified under 

ten focus areas. It is expected that R&D institutions and universities would take up research 

activities proposed in the NRDF as their research projects and priorities.  

NASTEC decided to organize an Undergraduate Research Symposium annually to encourage 

university academics and research students to conduct research activities proposed in the 

NRDF. The NASTEC Commission approval was given to organize the 02nd National 

Undergraduate Research Symposium 2018 at the meeting held on 9th July 2018. Flyers with 

the symposium information was sent to 188 University Faculties & Departments along with a 

letter to encourage undergraduates to submit abstracts for the symposium on 27th August 2018. 

29 Extended Abstracts were received from undergraduates of various Universities of Sri Lanka 

under 10 focus areas of NRDF. Abstract submission deadline was 25th September 2018, later 

the deadline further extended to 3rd October 2018. 

Review panel for the abstract review was selected & abstracts were sent for review.   NURS 

Symposium which was to be held on 31st October 2018 was postponed due to BICOST IX 

activities. Symposium was scheduled to be held on 2019 March.
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PERFORMANCE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CONSULTATIVE FORA ACTIVITIES 

  

Young Scientists Forum (YSF) 

The young Scientists Forum (YSF) of Sri Lanka hosted by the National Science & Technology 

Commission (NASTEC), under the Ministry of Science, Technology & Research was 

established in the year 2000 as a result of the idea came out from the world conference on 

science for the    21st century held in Hungary in 1999. That conference was attended by a team 

led by Minister of Science & Technology and Chairman of NASTEC. The main objective of 

the YSF is to provide an opportunity for young scientists in Sri Lanka to voice their opinion on 

Science & Technology related issues. YSF currently consists of more than 400 members of 

young scientists in different disciplines. 

YSF Annual General Meeting ï 2018 

The 2018 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Young Scientists Forum was on 19th January 2018 at the 

Faculty of Applied Sciences, Wayamba University of Sri Lanka. 

 

The following members were elected to the YSF Steering Committee for year 2018 at the AGM 

Dr. Kalpa W. Samarakoon (Coordinator) 

Senior Scientist, National Science and Technology Commission 

 

Dr. Usha Hettiaratchi (Chairperson) 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Biochemistry, Faculty of Medical Sciences, University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura 

 

Dr. Lasantha Weerasinghe (Joint-Secretary) 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Crop Science, Faculty of Agriculture University of 

Peradeniya 

 

Mr. Akila Jayasanka Herath (Joint-Secretary) 

Lecturer, ICT Centre, Wayamba University of Sri Lanka, 

 

Dr. Meththika Vithanage (Former Chairman) 

Senior Lecturer,Office of the Dean, Faculty of Applied Sciences , University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura, 

 

Dr. Sameera Samarakoon 

Lecturer, Institute of Biochemistry Molecular Biology and Biotechnology, University of 

Colombo, 
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Dr. Upanith S Liyanarachchi 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Nano Science Technology, Faculty of Technology, 

Wayamba University of Sri Lanka, 

 

Dr. Dinesh Attygalle 

Senior Lecture, Department of Material Sciences and Engineering, Faculty of Engineering, 

University of Moratuwa, 

 

Dr. Janaka Wijesinghe 

Senior Lecture, Department of Export Agriculture, Faculty of Animal Science & Export 

Agriculture, Uva Wellassa University of Sri Lanka, 

 

Dr. Tharmarajah Thiruvaran 

Senior Lecturer and Head, Department of Electrical and Electronic Engineering, Faculty of 

Engineering, University of Jaffna, 

 

Dr. Prasad Jayasooriya 

Senior Lecturer, Department of Bioprocess, Faculty of Technology, Rajarata University of 

Sri Lanka, 

 

Dr. Kasun Meegahakumbura 

Senior Research Officer, Coconut Research Institute, 

 

Mr. Pradeep Piyathilaka 

Communication and Media Officer, Science Education and Dissemination unit, National 

Institute of Fundamental Studies, 

 

Dr. Niroshima Withanage 

Department of Allied Health Sciences, Faculty of Medical Sciences, University of Sri 

Jayewardenepura, 

 

 

7th YSF Research Symposium 2018  

The major annual event of the YSF is YSF Research Symposium. Its 7th YSF Research 

symposium was held on 19th January 2018 at the Faculty of Applied Sciences, Wayamba 

University of Sri Lanka. For this yearôs symposium, 69 extended abstracts were received. The 

papers were sent to reviewers after a screening by the editorial board, and 46 extended abstracts 

were selected through a double-blind review process and published in the proceedings. 40 

presenters were made their outstanding research findings in 8 sessions including, Biochemistry 

and Chemistry I & II, Economics & Statistics, Humanities & Social Sciences, Physical 

Sciences, Engineering & Technology, Medical & Health Sciences, Biological sciences & 

Agriculture, Microbiology, Molecular biology & Biotechnology and Food Science & Nutrition 
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in four parallel sessions. 3 best presenters in each session were awarded the merit certificates 

at the symposium

 

  

  

Young Scientist Award -2017 

 

Steering committee of YSF 2017 was decided to resume awarding the Young Scientists Award 

annually. Panel of experts appointed by YSF steering committee evaluated 15 applications after 

an initial screening done for 23 applications by a 

committee appointed by the steering committee.      

Dr. L.D.B. Suriayagoda, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of 

Agriculture, University of Peradeniya was selected as 

the best Young Scientist for the year 2017 and 

awarded at the 7th YSF symposium held at Wayamba 

University of Sri Lanka on 19th January 2018.  

 


















